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Welcome to our ‘Colour Special’ 
issue of CREATE, the magazine from 
Spaceoasis that’s all about helping 
you create amazing learning spaces.  

In this issue we’ll find out how colour 

affects learning (and how to choose 

the right colours for your learning 

spaces) and hear why the new 

generation of dry-wipe surfaces  

is worth a closer look. 

In the meantime, I hope you enjoy  

this Colour Special issue and, if you 

need help designing and furnishing 

your amazing learning space,  

call us on 01952 210197.  

Enjoy! 

SIMON HICK 
MANAGING DIRECTOR 
SPACEOASIS 

Simon

+44 (0) 1952 210 197 SPACEOASIS.COM   03HELLO@SPACEOASIS.COM

LEWIS  
GIRLS’  
SCHOOL

t Lewis Girls’ Comprehensive School, the new sixth form 

work space combines soft furnishings where individuals 

and groups can congregate, a pod for informal meetings 

and a touchdown for mobile device use to create an adaptable 

space that accommodates a wide range of uses.  

The combination of bold accent colours and a red feature wall 

against a cool neutral background of grey carpet, white walls and 

a blue pod allow vibrant colours that stimulate and energise to be 

acceptable to an older, more sophisticated student. 

The curved pod is upholstered in grey, with blue panels creating 

a calm, quiet space in which to work independently or in small 

groups. Elsewhere in the room the red wall, hot pink stools and 

lime green seats provide energy and inspire creativity.   

A

02   CREATE: COLOUR SPECIAL

C A S E  S T U D Y



imply using industrial 

quantities of soft-sheen 

magnolia paint in schools, 

sometimes complemented by a dash 

of maroon or navy gloss, ignores 

research and knowledge about the 

meaning of colour and the effect it 

has on students.

 “The amateur, convinced he/she 

has good ‘colour sense’ and able to 

choose colours intuitively and do it 

well, ventures to offer opinions often 

in conflict with the professional.” 

So wrote Robert Samuels and 

Harry Stephens in their 1997 report, 

‘Colour and Light in Schools’. In their 

research they say that without any 

guidelines around colour principles, 

decisions become based on personal, 

fashionable or political tastes rather 

than on evidence or best practice.  

It’s a frustration we share. Having 

spent weeks working with teachers 

to ensure the furniture specification 

and layouts for their classrooms 

truly support teaching and learning, 

the head teacher often loses their 

nerve when it comes to making a 

judgement call on colour. Often they 

simply grab the nearest person who  

is ‘good with colours’ to make a 

choice which, through no fault of  

their own, will probably be guided  

by their personal taste rather than 

what would work best in a teaching 

and learning environment.  

Why colour matters

It’s not just because I’m a designer 

that I think colour within learning 

environments is important. In The 

Inclusive Classroom: The Effects of 

Color on Learning and Behavior, 

by Kristi Gaines and Zane Curry 

from Texas Tech University, they 

assert that ‘a thoughtfully planned 

physical environment will enhance 

the psychological comfort of the 

most sensitive students by identifying 

and eliminating detrimental sensory 

impact.’ Some students may be 

more sensitive to colour because 

of heightened sensory responses 

and strong visual processing 

abilities (Freed and Parsons, 1997),  

particularly those with attention 

deficit disorders or those on the 

autistic spectrum.  Other studies 

show that the colour pink reduces 

aggression in prisoners (Alexandra 

Schauss, 1979) and that red raises  

the blood pressure (Morton, 1998).  

So there is scientific proof of the effect 

of colour that shouldn’t be ignored. »  
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FOR THE ‘I DREAM OF LEARNING’ COMPETITION, STUDENTS 
AT LAMPTON SCHOOL IN HOUNSLOW CREATED THEIR OWN 
CLASSROOM IN A PORTACABIN AT THEIR SCHOOL. THEY USED 
LIGHTING TO PROJECT COLOUR ONTO A WALL WHICH THEY CAN 
CHANGE TO SUIT THE TASK IN HAND – RED FOR ENERGY AND 
STIMULATION IN THE MORNING, BLUE FOR CALM IN THE AFTERNOON. 

RESEARCH COMPLETED BY SALFORD 
UNIVERSITY IN 2012 CONCLUDED THAT 

LEARNING ENVIRONMENT, WITHIN 
WHICH COLOUR IS ONE ELEMENT, CAN 

AFFECT A CHILD’S ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
OVER A YEAR BY AS MUCH AS 25%. 

PURPLE 
A GREAT COLOUR  FOR  

STAFF ROOMS AND OFFICES

ORANGE 
A GREAT COLOUR   
FOR SOCIAL  SPACES

Exuberant, 
warm

Spirituality,  
opulence



DRY WIPE LEARNING SURFACES:  
THE NEXT GENERATION…

The truth about colour in learning 

environments is quite complex. There 

is no simple answer. No ‘paint the walls 

blue and you’ll see results soar’. As 

Samuels and Stephens went on to point 

out, this simplistic approach would 

ignore “the two most fundamental 

determinants of colour significance – 

culture and colour context”. 

The meaning of green: rolling hills or 

corruption and disgrace?  

Think about the colour green: the 

rolling hills of our green and pleasant 

land; of spring buds and growth. It 

would be easy to link it with optimism, 

vision and creativity. But think now 

of green within 

the context of a 

Saturday afternoon 

in a pub in the 

Maryhill district 

of Glasgow when 

Celtic are playing 

Rangers. The same 

could be said during a local derby in 

Manchester when blue no longer has the 

same limitless ‘blue-sky thinking’ quality 

that the amateur colourist might tell you.

Of course it’s not just the simplistic 

symbolism of the football strip, but 

deeply held beliefs in some cultures 

where colour is significant. In the 

Qur’an we’re told that the inhabitants 

of paradise will wear green garments 

of fine silk, leading Sultan Abdul 

Hamid II to order the site of the tomb 

of Muhammad to be painted green in 

1837, so green has a special significance 

for Muslims. China uses the colour 

to symbolise infidelity and disgrace; 

closer to home, in Ireland, it represents 

Catholics (whilst Protestants are 

Orange). Head down to North Africa and 

green signifies corruption.   

Even without the impact of culture 

on selecting the colour green, a ground 

floor classroom with wide open views 

onto the South Downs or the Derbyshire 

Dales might well have quite enough 

green already without adding to it  

care of the Dulux dog. 

Similarly, a primary school classroom 

with 30 children resplendent in scarlet 

sweatshirts 

doesn’t really 

need red 

chairs too and 

a red feature 

wall because 

someone 

watching 

breakfast television worked out, as did 

the BBC, that red is a colour to wake 

you up. Yellow, on the other hand, has 

connotations of cowardice but can also 

bring bright cheeriness, whilst in Egypt it 

remains the colour of mourning.   

Colour is complex and there are  

no easy answers to getting it right.  

But by taking the time to really think  

it through you’ll be more likely to  

end up with a successful colour scheme  

that makes a positive contribution  

to your learning environments.     
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THE LEARNING EFFECT  
OF COLOURS

GREEN

Collaboration – learning 
commons, class bases 

Harmony,  
balance

YELLOW

Practical tasks –  
science labs, transit areas

Cheerfulness,  
optimism

ORANGE

Socialising – dining areas  
and receptions

Exuberant,  
warm

RED

Interactive participation – 
English, drama, music

Energy,  
passion

PURPLE

Contemplation –  
staff rooms, offices

Spirituality,  
opulence

BLUE

Focused study –  
libraries and study areas

Calm,  
contemplative

HOW TO GET COLOURS RIGHT  
IN LEARNING SPACES: 

The two most fundamental 
determinants of colour 
significance are  
culture & colour context.”

“
Students worry less  
about making mistakes…”“

Think about your uniform and school 
colours – will they complement or 
clash with your colour ideas? 

Consider the age of your students. 
Studies show that KS1 /2 children tend  
to prefer bright colours, secondary age 
prefer more sophisticated colour palettes.  

How much natural light is in the room? 
Darker colours absorb light and can 
make a space feel enclosed whereas 
lighter colours bounce light back into 
the room.

Consider your school’s cultural make-
up whether the colours have meanings 
to different groups of students. 

What is the purpose of the room? Is 
it for calm contemplation (a library or 
independent study space) or energetic 
participation (a drama studio)?

Consider introducing colour through 
furniture (e.g. brightly coloured soft 
seating or tables with coloured edges) 
and lighting rather than committing to 
a bold paint colour scheme.
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ry-wipe surfaces in 
learning environments 
have been around for a 

while now and they are rightly 
loved for enabling creative and 
fun ways to learn. 

Being able to write on 
walls and other ‘non-book’ 
surfaces enables new teaching 
and learning styles, creates 
opportunities for fast and 
furious thinking as well as new 
ways to work as a team.   

Dry-wipe has come a long 
way since it was only available 
on wall-mounted whiteboards, 
with vast improvements in 
durability and ‘cleanability’. 
We’ve been developing our 
unique LearningSurface® range 
to bring you high quality, durable 
dry-wipe surfaces in all shapes 
and sizes; from table tops and 
desks to mobile screens and even 
moveable walls. 

But why should you consider 
integrating dry wipe surfaces into 
your teaching spaces? Well, for 
six very good reasons… »   
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A SURFEIT OF SURFACES 

At Spaceoasis table tops, desks, mobile 
screens, curved pods – even a whole mobile wall can 

be transformed into a LearningSurface® taking the notion 
of agile learning to completely new heights. Our unique new 
cleaning system makes it easy to keep your LearningSurface® 

spotless so you won’t be left with smudges. 

For more information visit  
www.spaceoasis.com
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6 reasons...
01
02
03
04
05
06

Everyone has to participate – there’s nowhere to hide, you can’t 
sit and stare out of the window, you have to jump up, join in and 
get your ideas out there.

With a large enough LearningSurface® area (e.g. a wall or 
screen), many students can participate at the same time, 
fostering collaboration skills. 

Students worry less about making mistakes – rather than 
commit their ideas to paper, they can dive in, have a go and 
simply rub it out if they’re not happy with it.

It’s creative, fast and fun and gets students thinking in different 
ways. Even repetitive maths drills are given a new lease of life. 

Don’t just wipe it – photograph it! Save your work by taking a 
photo of your mindmap or brainstorm so your thoughts can be 
saved, shared and referred back to at a later date. This image 
could form part of a digital portfolio, allowing all that creative 
thinking to live on. 

Students can move around – studies show that cognitive skills 
improve with physical movement and if you have a mobile 
screen or wall students can move around while using it.  

…TO LOVE DRY-WIPE SURFACES  
IN LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS  


